
Early Americas History  
 
Exploring the Early Americas features selections from the more than 3,000 rare maps, 
documents, paintings, prints, and artifacts that make up the Jay I. Kislak Collection at 
the Library of Congress. It provides insight into indigenous cultures, the drama of the 
encounters between Native Americans and European explorers and settlers, and the 
pivotal changes caused by the meeting of the American and European 
worlds. http://myloc.gov/exhibitions/earlyamericas/Pages/default.aspx 

Louisiana: European Explorations and the Louisiana Purchase 
The Louisiana Purchase is a landmark event in American history, one that had a lasting 
impact not only on the size of the United States, but also on its economic, cultural, and 
political makeup. Before President Thomas Jefferson's administration purchased the 
territory in 1803, parts or all of the territory had been under the control of various Native 
American nations. From the 16th century onwards the Spanish and later the French 
controlled the territory. This presentation focuses on the various documents—from 
maps to newspapers to cultural artifact—that help to describe the region of North 
America that stretched from as far east as Alabama into what is now the state of 
Montana.  
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/maps/lapurchase/ 

Conceived in partnership with France’s national library, the Bibliothèque nationale de 
France, France in America /France en Amérique is a bilingual digital library made 
available by the Library of Congress. It explores the history of the French presence in 
North America from the first decades of the 16th century to the end of the 19th century. 
http://international.loc.gov/intldl/fiahtml/fiahome.html 

The Atlantic World: America and the Netherlands explores the history of the Dutch 
presence in America and the interactions between the United States and the 
Netherlands from Henry Hudson's 1609 voyage to the post-World War II period. The 
project is a cooperative effort between the Library of Congress and the National Library 
of the Netherlands, which in turn has enlisted the participation of other leading Dutch 
libraries, museums, and archives. 
http://international.loc.gov/intldl/awkbhtml/awkbhome.html 

Parallel Histories: Spain, the United States, and the American Frontier is a bilingual, 
multi-format English-Spanish digital library site that explores the interactions between 
Spain and the United States in America from the fifteenth to the early nineteenth 
centuries. A cooperative effort between the National Library of Spain and the Library of 
Congress, the project is part of the Library of Congress Global Gateway initiative to 
build digital library partnerships with national libraries around the world. 
http://international.loc.gov/intldl/eshtml/eshome.html 
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